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Ricardo launches race-proven GT transmission 
Ricardo’s newly launched GT transmission has been adopted by Toyota and 
Honda as the standard for the ultra-competitive 2010 Japanese Super GT race 
series, following its successful development with Nissan Motorsport (NISMO) in 
2008.  This advanced transmission product – acclaimed for its extremely light 
weight, durability and high reliability – is now to be made available for sale in a 
form providing an ideal solution for GT1 and GT2 applications  

This six-speed sequential transverse transaxle is designed for use in a front engined rear wheel drive GT 

application and is provided in an extremely lightweight magnesium non-structural casing. Alternatively, it 

can be provided in the form of the existing proven internals in a customer-bespoke casing and a 

longitudinal arrangement is also possible if desired. The racing provenance of this Ricardo product is 

truly impressive: it has successfully competed with excellent wear characteristics and 100 percent 

reliability in the 2009 Spa-Francorchamps 24hr race in the GT1 class, and its internals are identical to 

those of the 2008 and 2009 Japanese Super GT Championship winning cars. Most recently it was used 

by the British Sumo Power Nissan team in their victory in the Tourist Trophy at the UK’s Silverstone 

circuit on Sunday May 2, the first win for the new Nissan car in the 2010 FIA GT1 World Championship. 

The Ricardo GT transmission has a capacity of 700 Nm torque and in excess of 650 bhp.  It has a six-

speed sequential dog engagement, with input bevel and spur gear final drive. Its gears are 16mm in 

width, straight cut and full form ground, and are manufactured from S156 single melt case hardened 

steel.  With its magnesium casing the fully assembled transmission weighs only 53 kgs (117 lbs), giving 

it a significant performance advantage against its competitors.   

Commenting on the launch of the new Ricardo GT transmission, Mark Barge, Ricardo’s director of high 

performance transmission systems said:  

 “The adoption of the Ricardo GT transmission by the Japanese GT Association and its successful 

use by Nissan, Toyota and Honda is testament to its high quality of design and manufacture, 
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extremely light weight, robust durability and extreme reliability.  We are very pleased therefore to 

be able to make this transmission available to customers across a wide range of motorsport 

applications – whether as a complete product, an internal gear package, or in customized form 

specific to their particular requirements. This is a further example of the Ricardo approach of 

providing advanced and ultra-competitive motorsports products, in line with our philosophy of 

‘winning through technology’.   

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Ricardo plc: With technical centres and offices in the UK, USA, Germany, the Czech Republic, France, Italy, 
Russia, China, Japan, India and Korea, Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and strategic 
consultant to the world’s transportation sector and clean energy industries. The company’s engineering expertise 
ranges from vehicle systems integration, controls, electronics and software development, to the latest driveline and 
transmission systems and gasoline, diesel, hybrid and fuel cell powertrain technologies, as well as wind energy and 
tidal power systems. Ricardo is committed to excellence and industry leadership in people, technology and 
knowledge; approximately 70 percent of its employees are highly qualified multi-disciplined professional engineers 
and technicians. A public company, Ricardo plc posted sales of £178.8 million in financial year 2009 and is a 
constituent of the FTSE techMark 100 index – a group of innovative technology companies listed on the London 
Stock Exchange.  For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.    
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